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Trong qud trinh khai phd viing Pong bang séng Cieu Long (con goi la Nam Bg), céng dong nguwoi
Khmer' c6 vai tro quan trong. Ho khéong chi la 16p nguwoi dau tién dén khai phd, lgp thanh phum sréc,
lang, dp ma con cé nhﬁng dong g6p to 1om vé nhan lic, vit lwc, tai lwc cho sw nghiép “trung hung” ciia
chiia Nguyén Anh (cudi lhe ky XVIII) ciing nhw xdy dung va quan Iy dat meée cua vua Gia Long (dau
thé ky XIX) Trong bai viét nay, chung 16i nghién civu, tim hiéu va dwa ra mét sé6 nhdn xét vé moi quan
hé mdt thiét gitta chiia Nguyén Anh - vua Gia Long véi nguoi Khmer ¢ Nam Bo.

Tir khéa: Chita Nguyén Anh, Vua Gia Long, nguoi Khmer Nam B9.

Abstract

During the reclamation of the area of the Mekong River Delta (the South of Viet Nam), Khmer
community plays an important role. They not only established villages but also contributed greatly to
human, material and financial resources for the restoration of Nguyen Anh Lord (at the end of XVIII) as
well as building and managing the nation of Gia Long King (at the beginning of XIX). This paper is to
study and remark the close relation between Nguyen Anh Lord-Gia Long King and Khmer in the South

of Viet Nam.
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1. Pit van dé

Nguodi Khmer 14 cong ddng dan cu dén khai pha
ving Pong bang song Ctru Long sém nhit, vi “cudi
thé ky XV, nhitng phum sréc Khmer di dwoc hinh
thanh va 6n dinh. Nhimg ving cu tra tip trung dan
s6 ngudi Khmer dd xuat hién™. Sau dé, dia ban
cu tru cia nguodi Khmer ngay cang dugc mé rong:
tir viing trung tim & Tra Vinh, Séc Tring, Giong
Riéng, Tri Tén téa di theo hai huéng. Hudng thir
nhét theo viing duyén hai Ha Tién, Rach Gi4 va Ca
Mau phat trién rong ra. Huéng thi hai tir ving Tién
Giang, Pong Thap di vé nhitng ving dat moi da
khai khan®. Diéu d6 chimg to rang, ngudi Khmer
sinh séng va phan b rong khip cac dia ban, ldnh
thd cua Pong bang song Ciru Long®. Vi vay, trong
thoi gian chiia Nguyén Anh “ctr binh” hay “doi di”,
“xa gia”, “bon tau” khip cac ving dit cia Nam
B0 thi nhan dan dia phuong ndi chung, cong dong
ngudi Khmer néi riéng déu huong tng va gitp do
nhiét tinh. Nhimg dau tich, dia danh, truyén thuyét,
truyén ké... gin véi Nguyén Anh (va cac nhan vat
trong hoang toc cua ong) ¢ cac dia phuong trong
vung Pdng bing séng Ciru Long da chung minh
diéu do. Pac biét la nhitng dia danh c6 gan bé mat
thiét giira chiia Nguyén Anh véi cong dong nguoi
Khmer nhu: Kénh Chic Bing (thugc xi Vinh
Thuén, tinh Kién Giang), dia danh Dinh Ba (thudc
xa Cira Can, huyén Phti Qudc, tinh Kién Giang)’. ..

2. N¢i dung

2.1. Trong khoing gin 30 nim hoat dong tai
khip cAc viung dit cia Nam B9 (tir nim 1775
dén nim 1802) ciia chiia Nguyén Anh - vua Gia
Long, nguwoi Khmer da cé vai tro quan trong
trong viéc dong gop nhiéu nhin Iwe, vat lue
trong cude chién “khdi phuc glang son” thong
nhit dit nuéc caa tricu Nguyén.

Nhan vat tiéu biéu nhat ctia nguoi Khmer, ngudi
da timg 13 vi tuéng “than tin” ctia chia Nguyén Anh
va ciing 1a vi dai than c6 nhiéu cong lao voi virong
tridu vua Gia Long, d6 1a Thach Duéng (1763-
1820). Tuy xuét than 1a “dich dinh n6” (ngudi gitip
viéc trong phii chiia Nguyén), nhung vi hét long
tan tuy, trung thanh, diing cam, “c6 nhiéu cong
lao” nén 6ng dugc chua “uu 4i” ban “cho ho va
tén” 14 Nguyén Van Ton. Vi tai ning va uy tin
ctia minh d6i v6i cong dong nguoi Khmer, thang
9 nam 1787, chiia Nguyén Anh “sai Nguyén Vin
Ton chiéu tap dan Phién hai x& Tra Vinh va Man
Thit dugc vai nghin ngudi, bién bo 1am linh, goi 1
ddn Xiém binh, cho Ton 1am Thudc nodi Cai doi dé
cai quan™. Poi quan Xiém binh nay da tung theo
Nguyén Vin Tén va chiia Nguyén Anh di chinh
chién khap noi, ca & trong va ngoai nudc (sang
Chan Lap, Xiém La), lap nhiéu cong trang d6i véi
triéu dinh. Khong nhing thé, Nguyén Vian Ton ndi
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riéng, doi quan Xiém binh ndi chung con gitip d&
nhan dan ving Tra On, Cau K¢ (tinh Vinh Long)
khai khan dét hoang, tao 1ap nhiéu phum sréc, phat
trién san xuat nong nghiép; tham gia vao viéc giir
gin trat ty tri an vung bién gidi Tdy Nam, tham
gia stra dap duong xa, thanh tri, nha tram... Pic
biét, trong cong trinh thity loi 16n nhat vao cudi
doi vua Gia Long, dau doi vua Minh Mang 13 kénh
Vinh Té, cong dong ngudi Khmer cé dong gop to
16n. Nguyén Vian Ton khong chi 1a nguoi chi huy
truc tiép (cung voi Nguyén Vin Thoai, Nguyén
Vin Tuyén, Tran Cong Lai), ma con huy dong mot
s6 luong dong dao binh, dan ngudi Khmer tham
gia truc dao dap tai cong truong. Co thé ndi, cong
trinh kénh Vinh Té hoan thanh, khong chi man
nguyén vi ndi duoc chi vua cha (Gia Long) ma ban
than vua Minh Ménh ciing dat dugc mot qué)c sach
vO clng quan trong, vi “tir ddy duong song méi
thong, viéc bién phong va viéc budn ban déu duoc
huong méi lgi vo cing™.

Cong dong ngudi Khmer ciing san sinh ra nhiéu
vi tudng co tai, da ting tham gia vao hang ngii
nhitng nguoi chi huy cta quan déi triéu dinh nha
Nguyén. Oc Nha Diép va Oc Nha Oa dugc chua
Nguyén Anh cho gitt chttc Chanh, ph6 Trudng chi,
quan cac hiéu doi Phién binh 1.500 nguoi cua phu
Tra Vinh, cing Nguyén Vin Ton dén Ba Ria theo
viéc quan®. Cao La Ham Sam, vi tudng chi huy
5.000 quan va 10 voi chién tham gia chién dich
giai citu cho VO Téanh & thanh Binh Pinh ndm
1801, sau duoc chua Nguyen Anh ban thudng 100
quan tién. Oc Nha Pau Rong Song Sam 1a ngudico
nhiéu cong trong viéc tap hop ngudi Khmer dé bo
sung cho d6i quan Xiém binh. Nhiéu ngudi Khmer
dugc tridu dinh nha Nguyén tin tuong, giao pho
trong trach cai quan pha Ba Xéc, Tra Vinh (vung
dat tap trung dong dao nguoi Khmer nhat) nhu Oc
Nha La, Gia Tri Giap, Oc Nha Khé, Oc Nha Oc,
Oc Nha Chich, Oc Nha K&, ... Pang chii y c6 Diép
Mau, nguoi diu quan tir sém véi chirc Trudng
chi, sau theo chiia Nguyén Anh chinh chién lau
ngay, lai xuit nhiéu ctia nha giup quan phi nén nim
1804, vua Gia Long da thang 6ng chirc Kham sai
Cai co, coi phu Tra Vinh®.

Bén canh do cong déng nguoi Khmer con cung
mg nhiéu ngudn tai nguyén khac nhu: gd dong
thuyén dugc dua t6i tir nhimg ving ngudi Khmer
& Pong Mén, Quang Hoa va Ba Can (thudc ving
Tay Ninh); ngudn thué ndp ciia ngudi Khmer ciling
chiém mot phan dang ké trong ngan khd cua tricu
dinh nha Nguyén, dic biét 1a cac khoan thué thu

dugc tir ving Tra Vinh, Ba Xc... Ba Xac ciing 1a
noi cung cip gao, mudi chii yéu cho Chéan Lap qua
duong thuy va trd thanh mét trong nhimg diém
thwong mai qubc té ciia Chan Lap vao cudi thé
ky XVIIL. Thém vao do, Chan Lap thuong xuyén
cung cép voi cho triéu dinh...."°

2.2. Thai d) ciia chiia Nguyén Anh va chinh sich
ciia vua Gia Long sau nay déi véi cong dong
ngudi Khmer 13 kha théng nhit: Tén trong,
dam bao quyén ty tri va cing nhau chung séng
hoa binh

Xt Tra Vinh, Ba Xdc, vé hinh thte 1a thuge
quyén quan 1y cia chiia Nguyén tir nim 1757,
nhung trén thyc té van do nguoi Khmer tu tri.
Nhimng hanh dong 1an chiém dat dai, xdm pham
modi sinh cia ngudi Khmer s& bi ho dung lén
phan khang manh mé& nhu vu Oc Nha Ké xay ra
vao thang 8 nam 1770. Vi¢c ap dat, sai phai, binh
dich... cua chua Nguyén déi voi ngudi Khmer
ciing khién ho ving 1én d4u tranh, dién hinh 1a vu
“muu lam phan” cta ti truong Oc Nha Suit vao
thang 4 nam 1780, budc chia Nguyén Anh phai cir
Nguyén Thanh Nhan va Dwong Cong Trimg dén
danh, mdi dep yén duge. Bén canh do, ving Ba
Xic 1a dia ban chiu anh huéng 16n cia quan Tay
Son, til trueong cta ho nhiéu lan ding 1én phéi hop
v6i quan Ty Son chdng lai chiia Nguyén Anh, vi
nhu thang 12 nim 1787, Oc Nha Long chiém gitr
d6n Can Tho. Pién hinh hon 1a Oc Nha Oc gitip
Thai bao Pham Van Tham cb thu ¢ Ba Xc trong
mot thoi gian dai (tir thang 8 nam 1788 dén dau
nim 1789), gay rat nhiéu kho khin cho quén cua
chtia Nguyén.

Trude tinh hinh d6, thang 9 nam 1787, chua
Nguyén Anh chu dong va khon khéo dua Nguyén
Vin Ton - ngudi ¢d uy tin cao trong cong dong
ngudi Khmer - vé ving Tra Vinh, Ba Xic dé

“phui du”, “chiéu tdp” va 16i kéo ho dimg vé ung
ho chia Nguyén. Chi trong mot khodng thoi gian
ngin, ving nay duoc yén 6n. Diéu nay khién chia
Nguyén Anh hiéu rang, khong thé dung luu quan
(dwa nguoi noi khac dén quan 1y) ma phai ding
chinh nguoi Khmer dé quan ly va cai tri. Vi vay,
thang 3 nam 1789, chua Nguyén Anh quyét dinh
“triéu Lé Van Quan va V5 Tanh vé Sai Gon. Sai
Gia Tri Giap (nguoi Chan Lap) coi phu Ba Xac.
Vua thay dan Man khi phuc khi phan, kh6 ¢6 nguoi
cai tri ngan giit ma Giap von dugc quan liéu Phién
t6n phuc, cho nén dic cach c6 ménh dy”™"". Tir d6 vé
sau, phi1 Tra Vinh va Ba Xéc déu do tii truéng nguoi
Khmer cai quan'?.
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Viéc chung song hoa binh giita cdc nhom
sic toc ciing dugc chia Nguyén Anh - vua
Gia Long quan tam. Nam 1791, khi nhan duogc
thong tin ngudi Viét xdm 14n ving Tra Vinh, Ba
Xic va khai hoang dat dai ciia ngudi Khmer, chua
Nguyén Anh di yéu cau ngudi Viét phai ding
ngay viéc xam 1an va tra lai tit ca nhiing dat duoc
yéu cau. Nam 1805, dia gi¢i Can Diang va My Tho
bi nguoi Viét tranh chiém, vua Gia Long ra Iénh
cAm nguoi Viét khong dugce chiém dia gidi cua
ho “dé dut mbi tranh nhau™. Nam 1816, nghe
tin quan va dan ¢ Gia DPinh nhiéu ngudi ba chiém
rudng dét cua nguoi Khmer, 1ap tirc vua ban chiéu
rang yéu cu phai “tra lai tit ca”. Viéc nguoi dan
Gia Pinh sang ngu cu bén nudc Chan Lap ciing
bi vua Gia Long cAm vi “s¢ 1am kho cho dan
Phién”... Nhitng hanh dong qudy nhidu, giy hai
cho ngudi Khmer ciing bi nghiém cém, ai vi pham
s€ bi trung tri. Po6 1a trudong hop ctia Luu Phtc
Tuong vi dung ting cho thudc ha sach nhiéu, lam
khd dan Phién nén bi cach chirc quyén bao ho
nudc Chan Lap va bi xét tri nghi€ém. Kham sai
Cai co Tong nhung Pho tudng Tién quan Nguyén
Vin Thu ciing vi dung ting cho bd thudc quiy
nhiéu dan Phién, viéc phat gic, bi giang chirc
xuéng lam Kham sai Cai ddi... O nhitng khu vyc
¢6 nhiéu toc nguoi sinh sdng, vua Gia Long yéu
cdu céc trén than phai c6 s phan dinh 13 rang. Do
la diéu ma Truong Phuc Gido dd lam & Ha Tién,
khi 6ng “vach dinh phd cho, ngin khu cho nguoi
Han (Viét), nguoi Thanh, nguoi Chan Lap, nguoi
Cha Va, khién tu hop theo loai, lam cho Ha Tién
lai tré thanh mét noi @6 hdi & Nam thuy vay”!“.
2.3. Chinh sich dén tdc d6i véi nguwdi Khmer néi
riéng, dbi véi cac dan tdc thiéu sb n6i chung cia
vua Gia Long hoan toan khac véi chinh sich
dan tdc cia cic vi vua triéu Nguyén sau nay.

Chinh sach co ban nhit cua vua Gia Long
d6i v6i nguoi Khmer 13 dam bao quyén tu tri
ctia ho va cling nhau chung sdng hoa binh thong
qua mdt s6 bién phap cu thé nhu cho phép cac
quan lai nguoi Khmer cai quan ving dit cua
ho, phong chtric tudc cho ho, duy tri cac phong
tuc tdp quan cua ho'. DBéi v6i vi vua dau tridu
Nguyén, quan diém ddng hoa khong ton tai va
cling khong c6 su phan biét vé “ching toc” hay
“sic toc”. Vo1 thai do mém mong, on hoa va
phu hop d6 cho nén cong dong ngudi Khmer
da nhin nhén va ing hg vua Gia Long nhu mdt
“qudc vuong ton kinh ngudi Viét™'e.

Sang thdi Minh Ménh, do yéu cau cang cd
hon ntta vi tri, vai tré nha nudc trung uong tap
quyén virng manh, vi vua thtr hai nha Nguyén
da tién hanh ting cudng su kiém soat dbi véi
céc dan tdc thiéu so. T nhan thirc “nhat thi
déng nhan”, vua Minh Ménh da cho thuc thi va
trién khai chinh sach “giao hoa” va “dong hoa”
mot cach dé)ng bo. Néu nhu chinh sach gido hoa
ap dung chung cho tit ca cu dan ving Nam Bo
thi chinh sach ddng héa lai tip trung chu yéu
vao 3 nhom dan toc thiéu s6 ¢ ving nay, d6 1a
nguoi Khmer, nhém dan toc thiéu sé ving Bién
Hoa va nhém nguoi Hoa. Riéng ddi v6i ngudi
Khmer, vua Minh M¢énh sir dung nhiéu cach
thtrc, nhung tyu chung, ¢6 6 bién phap chu yéu
1a: Két hop céc lang Khmer va lang Viét dé hinh
thanh mot téng Viét, dua cac lang Viét vao mot
huyén Khmer va nguoc lai, sap nhap cac huyén
cua nguoi Khmer véi cac huyén ctia nguoi Viét,
thiét 1ap cac lang Viét ¢ giita cdc lang Khmer,
phan tan cac nguoi Khmer, Viét hoa tin ngu&ng
cua ngu:orl Khmer. Nhitng chinh sach dong héa
triét dé trén cua vua Minh Menh da din dén
nhiing xung dot sic toc (cang vé sau cang trd
nén gay git hon), lam bung phat nhiéu cudc
ndi day cua ngu(n Khmer chdng lai triéu dinh.
Pién hinh nhét 13 cudc ndi day cua Lé Van Khoi
nhitng nam 1833-1835, c6 nhiéu nguoi Khmer
tham gia, trong d6 c6 Nguyén Vin Vi ( con cla
Nguyén Vin Tén). Cac cudc ndi ddy ctia nhan
dan hai huyén Ha Am va Ha Duong cuia phu
Tinh Bién (nay thudc tinh An Giang), & vung
Ha Tién nam 1840, ving That Son (nay thudc
An Giang) nam 1841; cudc ndi day cua Son Tét,
Tran Lam & phit Ba Xuyén (nay thudc tinh Séc
Trang) nam 1841; cudc ndi day cia Lam Sam ¢
Tra Cu, phu Lac Hoéa (nay thugc tinh Tra Vinh)
nam 1841... cling nhan dugc sy huong Grng clia
dong dao nguoi Khmer.

Trong khi do tic gia Nguyén Minh Tuong
da khai quat vé chinh sach dan toc cua trleu
Nguyén dbi voi cac toc nguoi thiéu sd ¢ mién
Nam (chu yéu 1a dbi véi ngudi Khmer) 1a “vd
vé, pht du lam chinh, han ché nhiing bién phap
quan sy” va dua ra nguyén nhan dé ra chinh
sach trén 13 “thé lyc nhitng ngudi dang dau cac
dan toc thiéu sé (Khmer, Chim...) & vung dat
nay khong that manh”'’. B&i vay, ho khong thé
tao nén mot “giang son riéng” tach khoi su quan
ly cta triéu dinh trung wong. Thuyc té cua lich st
ntra dau thé ky XIX da ching minh diéu d6, du
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rang di c6 mot s6 cude ndi ddy cua ngudi Khmer
(nhu d4 ké trén), nhung quy mé con nho 1¢, manh
mun, chi mang tinh chat cuc bd dia phuong.
3. Két luan

Quan diém cua chua Nguyén Anh va chinh
sach cua vua Gia Long sau nay ddi v6i cong
ddng ngudi Khmer ving Nam B 1a rdit mém
déo, khéo 1éo va linh hoat, dua trén mot tinh
than chung 1a trin trong cong lao, tri 4n sy dong
gop ciia cac dan tdc thiéu sd, luén dam bao
quyén tu tri va cung chung séng hoa hop giira
cac sic toc. Pay 1a mot trong nhitng nguyén
nhan quan trong gitp chiia Nguyén Anh “phuc
qubc” thanh coéng va tiép d6 1a triéu dai Gia
Long quan 1y, xdy dung va bao vé thong nhat
dat nudc Vit Nam'® 6n dinh./.
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